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HARWOOD UNION MIDDLE/HIGH SCHOOL MISSION STATEMENT

Harwood Union Middle/High School will provide an educational and creative environment in which every person is valued as an individual, challenged as a learner, and inspired to contribute to a democratic society.

Objectives

To provide strong comprehensive programs which are based on rigorous learning standards.

To provide opportunities for the development of critical thinking and problem solving abilities.

To encourage direct, positive involvement and cooperation among the community, the home and the school in the total educational process.

To provide academic and co-curricular activities and experiences which are based on self-discipline, motivation and cooperation.

To ensure that the school environment models and supports tolerance, civility and respect for others.

To develop and maintain an ethical commitment to the academic process.

To provide a safe, supportive, compassionate environment in which individuals can learn and reach personal success.

The Expectations of the Harwood Graduate

In an attempt to ensure that all students leave Harwood Union with a common set of skills, habits of mind, knowledge, and dispositions, Harwood’s Curriculum Council has created a profile of the Harwood graduate. Similar to the Vital Results, these expectations transcend specific disciplines and fields of study. All teachers share responsibility in teaching and assessing students in the academic and social/civic components in order for them to be prepared to demonstrate proficiency. These expectations clarify common outcomes for all of our graduates, no matter which learning pathways they pursue. Harwood graduates will achieve the following:

Academic Components

1. Solve complex problems and pose creative solutions

· Recognize and describe the limits of the problem

· Suggest workable and effective solutions

· Select and try out the best solution

· Revise initial solution or try other solutions and explains why they were not the best and how they address the limits and barriers of the problem

2. Know themselves as learners

· Identify personal learning style

· Demonstrate initiative 

· Set goals

· Identify, select and use resources 

3. Demonstrate literacy for a variety of audiences and purposes across content areas:

· reading, writing, and speaking

· numeracy

· information and technology

· visual representation/media

4. Possess intercultural competence

· knowledge of at least one culture other than one's own

· demonstration of the attributes of empathy and understanding

· understanding of the impact of culture in one's own life and others' lives, in communities, and societies

Social/Civic Components

5.  Know, show, and value who they are as individuals with dignity, integrity, and confidence 

6.  Be passionate about something they may pursue

7.  Work collaboratively with other individuals and give and receive meaningful and respectful feedback

8.  Demonstrate respect and compassion for the environment and humanity

9.  Participate in the community and be a responsible citizen in a democratic society

10. Demonstrate the ability to practice health-enhancing behaviors and reduce health risks

HARWOOD GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

Graduates of Harwood Union High School are required to earn a minimum of 24 credits, including:

English 

4 credits (one each of 9th, 10th and 11th grade courses)

Social Studies

3 credits (one of three must be U.S. History)                         


Science 

3 years

Math 


4 credits

Physical Education 
1.5 credits (.5 must be Personal Fitness)

Unified Arts 
1 credit (visual arts, performing arts, technology education, or family and consumer science)

Personal Wellness 
1/2 credit

Computer/Tech. 
1/2 credit 

College Admissions Requirements

Remember that while some colleges are more selective than others, many schools have specific entrance criteria and require a minimum of the following courses to determine eligibility for admission:

English

4 years

Math 


3-4 years including (Algebra II and Geometry, or beyond)

Science 

3-4 years

Social Studies

3-4 years

World Languages 
2-3 years of same language

Even within a given college, these requirements may vary based upon the anticipated major.

In general, students are evaluated for college admissions primarily on high school achievement, rigor of course selection, and standardized examinations. The following are also considered: class standing, Grade Point Average (GPA), patterns of performance, enrichment experiences, letters of recommendation, personal essay, portfolio, individual talents, community service, and extenuating circumstances that may affect grades.

Additional Information on Requirements

Harwood students are required to be registered for six campus-based credits during the year. Not included are credit for sports participation, online or correspondence courses, summer school, alternative learning pathways, and work experience/internships.

Seniors are permitted to substitute internship or work experience approved through the Next Step Program for up to 2.0 credits of the required campus-based, academic courses, if work is during school hours.

Senior Course Selection

Seniors have priority in course selection because many need to fulfill graduation requirements and their senior year is their last opportunity to take courses at Harwood. 

Transfer Students

If a student transfers to Harwood Union from a different school, s/he must work with his/her school counselor about appropriate course sequences and prerequisites. 

COURSE LEVELS AND PREREQUISITES

Selecting Course Levels

Harwood Union High School offers courses in science, mathematics, English, and social studies at regular, honors, and Advanced Placement levels. Students and parents/guardians can discuss which options they prefer for each subject based on the students’ skills, aspirations, and past course grades. Meeting with a school counselor or the department chairperson can be very helpful in making this decision. Students can move from one level to another based on their achievement, commitment to excel, and completion of prerequisites. A teacher recommendation may also be required. 

Regular Level Courses

Regular level courses provide students with the knowledge and skills expected in the subject area and grade level based on Vermont’s Framework of Standards. These college-preparatory courses allow students with a diversity of learning styles to succeed. Regular level courses are not weighted in a student’s Grade Point Average (GPA) or class rank.
Honors Level Courses

All students are encouraged to enroll in at least one honors course, especially freshmen, to challenge themselves in a subject of interest. Honors level courses involve an increased level of student engagement. To enroll in an honors course, students usually need a teacher recommendation and/or completion of previous courses. In addition to fulfilling prerequisites, students enrolling in honors courses must be prepared to meet the demands of dealing with complex concepts, a significant workload, and an accelerated pace. Honors courses are weighted at 0.5 in a student’s GPA and class rank.

Advanced Placement Courses

Advanced Placement courses expect students to complete college-level work for and participate in the College Board Advanced Placement examinations. The AP curriculum meets a national standard and requires students to learn in-depth about a broad subject area. Students ineligible for free/reduced meals must pay a fee to take an AP exam. College credit may be earned by scoring a grade of 3 or higher, with the credit determination made by each college or university. AP courses are weighted at 0.7 in a student’s GPA and class rank. 

Course Prerequisites
Course prerequisites are important to ensure student success in each course level. Frequently prerequisites refer to “completion” of a course; this means having successfully passed the course. Some courses require prerequisites with a minimum grade. If a student has not met this minimum, s/he may request a recommendation from the previous year’s teacher or the department head in order attend the next course in the sequence. A student can see the teacher or dept head directly, or meet with his/her school counselor for assistance. 

Placement for Incoming Freshmen

Students entering the 9th grade are placed in the appropriate level class based upon performance in middle school and recommendations of their current teachers. 
National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA)

The National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) requires students-athletes who aspire to “practice, compete, and/or receive athletic scholarship as a freshman in college” in either Division I or II to meet the following requirements:

1. Graduation from high school

2. The highest scores achieved on the verbal and mathematics section of the SAT or the highest scores achieved on the four individual tests of the ACT correlated to a “Core GPA” score that is compiled only in NCAA approved courses. 

All students who intend to play sports at a Division I or Division II college must register with the NCAA Initial-Eligibility Clearinghouse. For specific information on NCAA eligibility requirements, visit the website at www.ncaa.org.  NCAA Clearinghouse does not consider independent study, correspondence courses, or middle school courses as courses that count toward core requirements.

The Four-Year Plan and Beyond

Harwood Union offers exciting and personalized educational coursework to its students. Although students must complete required courses, opportunities abound to explore other electives and activities, adding richness to their high school experience. Mapping a four-year plan and thinking about life beyond high school is important to do early, even as individual goals, options, and interests may change over time.

Please keep the following in mind when planning out your course selection at Harwood Union:

· Aim for 7 credits per year

· Note any prerequisites necessary to enroll in a class

· Note courses that are offered on an “every other year basis”

· Consider long-range goals when mapping out courses

· Consider postsecondary options, such as apprenticeships or college opportunities

· Keep all options open

· Strive for four years of rigorous coursework

· Don’t forget to think outside the box, using Harwood’s additional learning pathways to design a program or participate in internships or travel abroad programs

Your school counselor can be very helpful in assisting you develop your four-year plan. Use the chart on the next page to assist with choosing courses and other learning pathways.

The Four Year Plan and Beyond

	Required Courses
	Grade 9
	Grade 10
	Grade 11
	Grade 12
	Post-Secondary options

	English 

4 credits
	
	
	
	
	

	Math 

4 credits
	
	
	
	
	

	Science 

3 courses
	
	
	
	
	

	History/Social Studies

3 credits (1 US Hist)
	
	
	
	
	

	Unified Arts* (Music & Art) - 1 credit
	
	
	
	
	

	Physical Education

1 credit
	
	
	
	
	

	Personal Fitness

.5 credit
	
	
	
	
	

	Personal Wellness

.5 credit
	
	
	
	
	

	Technology

.5 credit
	
	
	
	
	

	Elective Options
	
	
	
	
	

	World Language


	
	
	
	
	

	Career and Life Planning
	
	
	
	
	

	Technology Education*
	
	
	
	
	

	Family and Consumer Science*
	
	
	
	
	

	Business Education


	
	
	
	
	

	Driver Education


	
	
	
	
	

	Work Experience/

Internship
	
	
	
	
	

	Study Abroad


	
	
	
	
	

	Independent Study
	
	
	
	
	

	Other Educational Opportunities or Electives
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Credits


	
	
	
	
	


*Some courses in this area may meet the Unified Arts requirement.


ADDITIONAL LEARNING PATHWAYS AND CAREER EXPLORATION

CONNECTED LEARNING PATHWAYS
Harwood Union provides multiple pathways for students to travel through their high school career based on their interests and goals. Each student can feel ownership of their education by taking advantage of Harwood’s courses and the additional learning pathways listed here. Thinking creatively about one’s personal and career goals allows students to design their own program and complete high school with the knowledge and skills they wish to learn. All credits earned are applicable towards Harwood’s graduation requirements.

Independent Study
Independent Study provides a process for students to design learning tailored to their passions and interests. This study can take place at Harwood, at a community-based learning site or at another off campus location at any time of the year. All credits earned in an IS are applicable to Harwood’s graduation requirements. IS has several requirements. First, students must locate an advisor who is certified/qualified in the field of study and complete a learning proposal and submit to the IS committee for review. Once a proposal is approved students must complete a learning journal and time log of study activities, complete a final project and conduct an oral presentation at the culmination of the work with their advisor. Proposal packets are located in the School Counseling office. The IS committee meets monthly and proposals can be submitted at any time during the school year. If an IS is intended to meet a graduation requirement, seniors are required to complete the study by the start of the second semester of their senior year. 

Work Experience Release Time (650)




Work Experience




        max of 1/4 credit for grades 9-11,







                    max of 1/2 credit for grade 12
Prerequisite(s): Application and acceptance through Next Step 


           Elective credit
The course gives students the opportunity to work and learn the skills necessary to maintain employment and build experience that can lead to a future career. Credit is based upon hours on the job and an evaluation report from the cooperating employer. The student participates for a minimum of four hours of work per week.

Students who are employed more than four hours per week are eligible to receive elective credit. This experience gives students the opportunity to work and learn the skills necessary to maintain employment and build work experience that may or may not be related to a future career. Students must submit a training agreement, quarterly employer evaluations and quarterly reflections. 
Community Based Internship (653) 




   1/2 credit/quarter

Prerequisite(s): Junior or Senior status






    Elective credit
Motivated students who are seeking to expand their knowledge of future career areas may intern in a community-based learning site. These paid or unpaid experiences provide opportunities for students to work within a career area in order to learn more in-depth information about the field. Internships are established with the support of Next Step personnel.
Internship with a Service Learning Focus (660)                                           1/2 credit/quarter
Prerequisite(s): Junior or Senior status
    Elective credit
Students seeking to gain practical experience in a career can conduct a service-learning project as well.  With assistance from Next Step, students determine the project selection, planning, and implementation while maintaining academic integrity and citizenship.  Seminars are held on a monthly basis to provide support and guidance from both peers and teachers.
Personal and Future Exploration (661)





     1/2 credit

Prerequisite(s): Freshman or Sophomore status





Comp/tech credit
This course is designed to help students entering high school learn about who they are and how this might fit into plans for their future.  The goal of the course is to help students explore their personal history, values, interests, skills, learning style and personality to develop a clear profile of their individual gifts.  The information gathered will be used as a lens though which you can consider future career options. In addition students develop employment seeking tools such as resumes and cover letters. Students consider possible postsecondary training and/or education and develop a four year plan to attain their high school goals.  Students design digital, individual development portfolios as the culminating project for this course and present them to parents/guardians in a student-led conference.
The HUB Program








     6 credits

Prerequisite(s): Freshman or Sophomore status and completed application and acceptance










Through the Hub Program, students have the opportunity to access a Vermont state standards-based curriculum, develop important skills that will make them viable employees, and develop an understanding of themselves, as both lifelong learner and valued community member.  These learning experiences will prepare individuals to pursue their true interests and passions, expand intellect and develop responsible citizenship. The program offers students the opportunity to earn 6 credits during each academic year including: Math (1), Science (1), English (1), Social Studies (1), P.E. (.5), Teen Explorations (1-elective), and Career Planning (.5) in conjunction with the Next Step Program.  Through career and interest exploration, including informational interviews and job shadows, Hub Program students work towards designing a dynamic weekly schedule, including 3 days of academic classes and project-based learning, and 2 days of work in an interest-based internship at a community partner site. 
Harwood Community Learning Center (HCLC)



 

Prerequisite(s): Sophomore, Junior or Senior status and completed application and acceptance 

Credit type and amount are determined by HCLC teachers and the student

Harwood Community Learning Center (HCLC) offers students the opportunity to tune their education to their particular learning needs.  Through student driven, project based learning, students are able to meet their academic requirements in a format that best reflects their learning style.  HCLC students are held to very high personal performance standards while they pursue academic material that has meaning and value to them.  Students work independently in a quiet, non-distracting environment in an adult atmosphere based on mutual respect and personal responsibility.  HCLC supports students as they understand that they can be successful as a learner both at the high school level and in post-secondary education as well.
Harwood Community Learning Center offers scheduling to meet students’ individual needs.  Scheduling options are:

· Full time student (5 days a week, 3 hours per day, 2 subjects per day for 5 credits per year)

· Full time student and taking courses at HUHS

· One to two courses at HCLC, 45 minutes per course, 5 days a week

· Barre Technical Center student taking one course at HCLC

· HCLC student earning a work credit

· HCLC student taking college courses for college and high school credit

· Work in cooperation with Adult Basic Education (Act 176)

learning resource center

The Learning Resource Center (LRC) provides academic supports to help students succeed in school. This can include individual and small group tutoring, instruction, and skill-building. Some students take advantage of the LRC as a structured study hall, while others earn course credit by focusing on a particular subject every day. To learn more about the LRC, contact the Director of Student Services, Michael Woods, at 244-5186.

ONLINE, Correspondence, AND COLLEGE Courses

Students can choose to study many major subjects by enrolling in an online, correspondence, or college course through an accredited program. Cost of these courses is covered by the parent/guardian or student. Those interested in this option must see their school counselor to make arrangements. 
DUAL CREDIT COURSES
	Unified Arts Credit


	Computer

Technology
	Math
	English

	Tech Ed 

All courses

Family Consumer Science

Textile Science I or II,

Fashion and Design, Designing Living Spaces, Bake Shop, Gourmet Cuisine

Computer

Webpage Design


	Arts

Graphic Design,

Music Tech I, II, or III, 

Photo I, II, or III

Music Production in the 21st Century
Tech Ed

Tech Drawing II

Next Step

Personal and Future Exploration
	Tech Ed

4 different 1/2 credit Tech Ed courses 

= 1 Math 

Computer/Business

Accounting I or II,

Financial Planning for the Future
	Art/English

Common Ground: Publication

Journalism = 1/2 credit in English and art


BUSINESS/COMPUTER AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
The Business/Computer department is committed to the increased integration of technology in the classroom. Business/computer courses are open to all students in Grades 9-12 as explained in the chart below.  It is highly recommended that all Harwood students develop keyboarding and information processing skills for college as well as future employment. Students can also get involved in Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA).

Suggested Course Sequence

	9
	10
	11
	12

	PC Applications 

Web Design I

	
	Accounting I, Accounting II

	
	Financial Planning for the Future


PC Applications (520) 







     1/2 credit 












Comp/tech credit
In this hands-on course, students learn and work towards mastering the keyboard using the correct technique and Windows computer software including Word, Excel, and PowerPoint. Students learn to format business letters, tables, memorandums, tabulations, headers and footers, and other features. In addition, students learn to evaluate Internet sites and understand cyber-safety. By the end of the course, students will be able to integrate what they have learned into other classes as well as their personal and business lives. 

Webpage Design I (524)                                        
 1/2 credit










Comp/tech or art credit
In this introductory web design class, students learn Hypertext Markup Language. HTML consists of a set of tags added to text. By examining and critiquing existing pages, students set up criteria for a good page and learn to code a page. Additional software programs covered in the course include Flash animation, Dreamweaver, Fireworks, and Freehand, among others.

Accounting I (527)                                            
     1 credit
Prerequisite(s): Sophomore, Junior or Senior status



             Comp/tech or math credit
This course provides an understanding of the basic principles of the accounting cycle, from the analysis and recording of business transactions to the preparation and interpretation of financial statements and payroll records. Practice sets give a hands-on experience in setting up a business and managing money. Students learn both manual and automated accounting. This course may be taken for vocational use or preparation for college.

Accounting II (528)








      1 credit
Prerequisite(s): Accounting I, permission of instructor, and Junior or Senior status
Comp/tech or math credit
Extending Accounting I, this course covers both manual and automated accounting practices for both partnership and corporate accounting, and prepares students who are pursuing a college program in business administration and/or accounting, or who are planning for employment upon graduation.

Financial Planning for the Future (170)





   1/2 credit

Prerequisite(s): Junior or Senior status





Comp/tech or math credit
This course helps students develop financial literacy as a foundation of thinking and 

problem-solving that they can use in their lives as responsible consumers, savers, investors, workers, citizens, and participants in a global economy. The increasing number of bankruptcies, consumer credit delinquency, and inadequate retirement savings all point to the need to place a greater emphasis on the skills and knowledge necessary to handle their personal finances in an intelligent and effective manner.

DRIVER EDUCATION 
Driver Education (910)                                        
  1/2 credit
Prerequisite(s): Age 15, Sophomore, Junior or Senior status and Vermont Learner’s Permit 
 Elective credit
The purpose of this course is to develop the knowledge, attitudes, decision-making and physical skills that enable students to be safe and responsible participants in the increasingly complex environment of our transportation system. The course consists of three phases. The classroom phase is scheduled during the regular school day. The driving phase is scheduled during the regular school day and, on some occasions, evenings, breaks, weekends or into the summer. The final phase is supervised practice, including forty hours of guided outside driving experience and a parent/guardian/student meeting.

ENGLISH/LANGUAGE ARTS

  Suggested Course Sequence

	9
	10
	11
	12

	Freshman English

Freshman English Honors


	Sophomore English  

Sophomore English Honors


	American Literature  

American Literature

Honors


	Contemporary World Literature

AP English Literature & Composition 

	
	
	Electives
1/2 Credit

Common Ground: Publication Journalism 

Creative Writing 

From Prufrock to Tupac: Literature
Stories of Hope: A Journey to Rwanda

1 Credit 

Fairy Tales

Women In Literature


Please Note:

· Freshman, sophomore and junior courses are usually taken in sequence. They may be taken concurrently with permission of the English department head.  

· Sophomores may enroll in an English elective with the permission of the instructor.

Freshman English (14)                                        




    1 credit












English credit

Freshman English focuses on the presentation, analysis, and critique of literature as students explore the theme of identity. Students read non-fiction, review the conventions of the English language, and gain a solid grounding in grammar. Students write both expository and creative pieces and integrate technology into their work. 

Freshman English Honors (16) 






    1 credit

Prerequisite(s): Completion of grade 8 English and recommendation of an 8th grade teacher

English credit
Freshman Honors focuses on the presentation, critique, and analysis of numerous literary genres. Students engage in a systematic review of the conventions of the English language and gain a solid understanding of how grammar and syntax choices affect their writing. In this accelerated course, students write both expository and creative pieces and integrate technology into their work. 
Sophomore English (24)                                        




    1 credit

Prerequisite(s): Completion of Freshman English





English credit
Sophomore English focuses on the interpretation and evaluation of a variety of media and literary works. Students critique professional and peer writing regarding word choice, style, conventions, content and literary elements. Classroom discussions and students’ writing and presentations include the understanding of perspective, interpretation, details, and elaboration.  Research focuses on information gathering in a variety of ways and the creation of an extensive annotated bibliography.

Sophomore English Honors (26) 






    1 credit

Prerequisite(s): Completion of Freshman Honors and/or recommendation of Freshman English teacher











English credit
Sophomore Honors focuses on the interpretation and evaluation of a variety of media and literary works. Students critique professional and peer writing regarding word choice, style, conventions, content and literary elements. Classroom discussions and students’ writing and presentations include the understanding of perspective, interpretation, details, and elaboration.  Research focuses on information gathering in a variety of ways and the creation of an extensive annotated bibliography. The pace set in this course in terms of reading and writing expectations is accelerated.

American Literature (34)                                      




    1 credit

Prerequisite(s): Completion of Sophomore English





English credit
American Literature focuses on the analysis of significant literary selections from 1607 to the present day. It presents the multi-ethnic components of American Literature in order to foster an understanding of cultural diversity. Students write both expository and creative pieces in this course using proper conventions and technology to prepare them for college and the workplace.

Junior level American Literature and U.S. History may be offered as a double-block, 2-credit course during the 2010-2011 school year.

American Literature Honors (36)
   

    1 credit 
 

Prerequisite(s): Recommendation of 10th grade English teacher and completion of summer readings










English credit
This course focuses on the chronological analysis of literary selections from the various American Literary schools from 1607 to the present day using both primary and secondary sources. It presents the multi-ethnic components of American Literature in order to foster an understanding of cultural diversity. A basic assumption is that there is a body of knowledge as well as a common experience and vision that serve to bind any particular society together. Students write both expository and creative pieces using proper conventions and technology to prepare them for college and the workplace. In addition, students write a 12-15 page research paper and develop a means to demonstrate their findings in a presentation.

Contemporary World Literature (42)                            



    1 credit

Prerequisite(s): Completion of American Literature





English credit
Contemporary World Literature focuses on the reading and analysis of literary selections from around the globe during the twentieth century. Students analyze the relationships of literature, history, culture, and the arts, and study the evolution of various universal themes relevant to modern living. Students read a variety of contemporary literature, view relevant films and documentaries, and critique public documents, including public speeches, editorials, and campaign literature. Students may critique public documents and state their views regarding contemporary issues. A variety of activities, projects, and written representations connect the readings to the broader world of ideas, concepts, and issues. Students are expected to make judgments related to the texts and read and write at a level required in the workplace and/or higher education.

Advanced Placement English Literature & Composition (47)


  1/2 credit

Prerequisite(s): Recommendation of American Literature teacher and completion of summer readings    

 English credit
In this college-level course, students review the literary elements involved in the craft of writing and write many analytical papers to understand how a writer creates an effect. This close analysis of a wide variety of texts is meant to prepare students for success on the AP Literature Exam. The complete syllabus for this course is available online at http://www.collegeboard.com/apcourseledger.

Creative Writing (43)                                         




 1/2 credit

Prerequisite(s): Junior or Senior status






English credit
In this course, students write fiction, drama, and poetry. Course requirements include keeping a writer’s journal, participating in peer review sessions, and preparing polished pieces of writing, which are shared with the class. Assessment is through preparation and self-evaluation of a portfolio of writing.

Common Ground: Publication Journalism (55)


1 Semester 
 1/2 credit

Prerequisite(s): Sophomore, Junior or Senior status 




    English or art credit
Common Ground: Publication Journalism (722)


Full Year 
    1 credit 

Prerequisite(s): Sophomore, Junior or Senior status         


      1/2 English and 1/2 art credit



Common Ground is a team-taught course, combining the disciplines of both the art and English departments. Students divide their time between learning the interviewing, writing and editing skills of journalism, and the photography and design layout skills needed in publishing Harwood’s monthly newspaper. Newspapers demand a special type of writing, photography, and design; these components must be informative, precise, and innovative. Students study different types of news writing, including objective news, feature articles, and opinion pieces. Students learn digital camera use and Adobe computer software design programs.

From Prufrock to Tupac:  Literature (41)





 1/2 credit

Prerequisite(s): Junior or Senior status, Seniors receive first priority



English credit
Hip-hop is the language of this generation and engages numerous youth as consumers of its media and therefore, is worthy of rigorous intellectual study.  This course will critically read and evaluate the history of hip-hop, will explore its 4 elements:  break dancing, graffiti, mc-ing, and rapping; will analyze its poetic structure as literary verse and will also consider the question, “Where will Hip-Hop go from here?”  Students will be required to read the foundational texts for the course, participate in class discussion, and create and present their own multi-media presentation which will include elements of poetic rap, graffiti board, cd and/or break dancing moves. 

A Critical Study of Fairy Tales (59)





    1 credit

Prerequisite(s): Junior or Senior status






English credit
The function and value of fairy tales are explored by analyzing their historical and social development through literary analysis and cultural criticism. The focus of this course is on the structure and meaning of the fairy tales. Grades are based on reflective papers, group projects, participation, and short written assignments. The format of each class session may vary, but in general consists of a combination of lecture, group work, and discussion. Critical reading includes Jack Zipes, The Trials and Tribulations of Little Red Riding Hood; Bruno Bettelhiem, The Animal-Groom Cycle of Fairy Tales; Maria Tartar, “Beauties vs. Beasts in the Grimms’s Nursery and Household Tales,” and others.

Women in Literature (60)


  




    1 credit

Prerequisite(s): Junior or Senior status






English credit


Students explore literature written by and about women over the centuries. Titles may include, but are not limited to: Taming of the Shrew, Pride and Prejudice, Madame Bovary, The Handmaid’s Tale, Frankenstein, Anna Karenina, A Lion in Winter. Modes of exploration include text, audio and video media, and the internet. Students read and analyze the literature, research the time and social environments in which the works were written, and demonstrate understanding through written analyses, various activities, and assigned projects.

Stories of Hope: A Journey to Rwanda (62)




 1/2 credit

Prerequisite(s): Sophomore, Junior, or Senior status





English credit
After the 1994 genocide in Rwanda, many stories have been told about those involved and affected, but what happened in 1994 is not the whole story. This course explores the stories of Rwandans today. For Harwood, it started back in January 2004, when a young Harwood student, inspired by the amazing survival story of Valentina Iribagiza, traveled to Rwanda for three weeks. When he returned and began sharing stories, he inspired others to learn more and travel to the country. In this class, students explore the personal stories of Rwandans through literature and ethnography (study of place and people). Students work closely with the Rwanda Educational Partnership (REP) and develop service projects that engage both our community and those in Rwanda. In addition, students may take advantage of the opportunity to travel to Rwanda, though this is not required for course enrollment.

FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCES

Please Note:

· Personal Wellness is a graduation requirement. 

· Many FCS courses are offered every other year based on enrollment. If a student signs up for a cancelled course, s/he may be placed in a comparable FCS course. 

Personal Wellness (610)                                     




    1/2 credit











   Personal wellness credit


First Aid/CPR, health, stress reduction/mental health, substance abuse, diet and disease, STDs/AIDS, sexual harassment, and abusive relationships are some of the topics covered in this course. Activities include student-directed research projects, readings and discussion, technology, self-health assessments, and role-playing.  It is recommended that this course be taken during the 10th grade year.
Foods For The 21st Century (614)                               



     1/2 credit











Unified art credit

Genetically engineered foods, irradiation, and organic labeling are some of the 21st century topics covered in this course. Students learn basic food preparation skills, taste exotic new fruits, and study the connection between diet and disease. Instruction involves foods labs, student projects, and demonstrations.

Advanced Foods (615)                                        




    1/2 credit

Prerequisite(s): Completion of Foods for the 21st Century or permission of instructor 

   Elective credit
This course is designed for students interested in going beyond basic food preparation to tackle advanced techniques needed for sauces, appetizers, and garnishing. Students explore flavors from around the U.S. such as Cajun, Hawaiian, and California Nuevo as well as flavors from around the world. Students will practice advanced culinary skills that take basic recipes and plate presentations a step further. Instruction includes a great deal of hands-on learning, experiments, field trips, and demonstrations.

On Your Own (621)                                        




    1/2 credit

Prerequisite(s): Junior or Senior status
   Elective credit
If you are ready to get a place of your own and make ends meet, this course is for you. Discover how to find an affordable place to live, a compatible roommate, and how to live on a “shoestring” budget. Students learn about signing contracts, obtaining insurance, and transportation as well as mending clothing and removing problem stains. This course includes a cooking unit designed to make quick, nutritious meals and snacks with what is on hand. On Your Own teaches you about maintaining a healthy diet while always being on the run, either in a fast-paced job or as a college freshman. This course is ideal for seniors going to college or entering the workforce.

Child Psychology & Parenting I (616)                            



   1/2 credit

Prerequisite(s): Junior or Senior status
  Elective credit
This course focuses on prenatal development to age three with an emphasis on brain research. Students observe infants, interview parents and professionals, and participate in related field trips. This is valuable for students interested in a career in nursing, pediatrics or childcare, or for becoming a knowledgeable parent in the future.

Bake Shop (619)                                              




   1/2 credit

Prerequisite(s): Completion of Foods for the 21st Century or permission of instructor 
            Unified art credit
In this course, students go beyond the basic baking techniques learned in Foods for the 21st Century course. Students study the ingredients and principles applied in baked products ranging from breads, desserts, and foreign recipes and create new products. Anyone interested in culinary arts, food science, dietetics, or entrepreneurship would benefit from this course.

Textile Studies I (618)                                         
     1/2 credit











Unified art credit Textile Studies is designed for students interested in fashion, fibers, and sewing as a creative process. Topics include fiber and fabric study, weaving, rug hooking, quilting, knitting, hand sewing, and machine sewing basics. Learning activities involve demonstrations, projects for each topic, guest speakers and field trips.
Textile Studies II (620)                                        




     1/2 credit

Prerequisite(s): Textile Studies I or permission of instructor




Unified art credit
This course is an advanced level program expecting that students have a mastery of basic hand and machine sewing skills. Students expand the knowledge gained from Textile Studies I to produce advanced level projects and to assist with demonstrations for level I students. Students create projects of their own design. 

Designing Living Spaces (611)






     1/2 credit

Prerequisite(s): Junior or Senior status or permission of instructor



Unified art credit
Make your living and working spaces suit your style and accommodate media and storage. Discover ways to liven-up boxy and uninteresting living spaces. Other areas of study include Feng Shui, furnishing on a budget, design principles, careers in design, and applications for special needs such as disabilities. Students apply skills to use on a final project of their own.

Fashion and Design (622)







     1/2 credit

Prerequisite(s): Textile Studies or permission of instructor




Unified art credit
Students apply the principles of design such as color, line, and shape in creating fashions and home interiors. The history of fashion is examined for influence on current styles. Students produce advanced-level projects focusing on creating their own designs.

FINE ARTS - PERFORMING ARTS

High School Choir (750)                                      



 
        1 credit











            Unified art credit
This course focuses on improving vocal music skills as well as students’ musical knowledge. Four or more part music is used with varied styles of music literature. Students also have the opportunity to enrich their musical studies by auditioning for various music festivals.

High School Band (754)                                       




        1 credit












Unified art credit
This course offers students who play woodwind, brass, or percussion instruments the opportunity to participate in a band. Performance skills, instrumental technique, theory, and a short review of music literature are taught.

Jazz/Band Combination (755)                                  



        1 credit

Prerequisite(s): Permission of instructor






Unified art credit
This course is offered to experienced instrumentalists previously enrolled in High School Band or Jazz Band. Selection for this course is determined by the instructor through student audition. Band instrumentalists perform in both components; all other players (i.e. guitar, bass, piano/keyboard) perform in the jazz component only.

Music Theory (756)








     1/2 credit

Prerequisite(s): Permission of instructor and 2 years of band and/or chorus


Unified art credit
This course is open to all students who are motivated to study music and are interested in creativity, technology, history and performing.  Students are exposed to a wide range of music and are given a variety of opportunities to engage with and appreciate music on a different level than in performing classes.
Music Production in the 21st Century (753)
  
   1/2 credit










      Unified art or comp/tech credit

What must a music industry aspirant – musician, producer, manager of musicians, studio owner or recording engineer – be aware of to succeed both artistically and economically in the 21st century?  Students will plan, create, produce, market and distribute musical products in the Harwood music technology lab.

Music Technology I (758)

   1/2 credit










     Unified art or comp/tech credit
This course introduces music production in a computer workstation environment. Topics include live recording using our digital studio, MIDI composition using a variety of hardware and software synthesizers and samplers, and integrating these elements to produce audio projects.

Music Technology II/III (759)






  1/2 credit

Prerequisite(s): Music Tech I or permission of instructor
     Unified art or comp/tech credit
 
These advanced courses allow students to build skills and pursue more involved projects, such as album concepts or extended video/filmmaking projects.

Jazz Improvisation Lab I (760)


     1/2 credit

Prerequisite(s): Permission of instructor






Unified art credit
This course introduces the language of jazz. Topics covered include harmony scale materials and application, listening and ear training, and a wide range of repertoire with an emphasis on improvisation and standard jazz practices.

Jazz Improvisation Lab II/III (761)


     1/2 credit
Prerequisite(s): Jazz Improvisation Lab I or permission of instructor



Unified art credit

Further exploration of advanced harmonic and melodic materials and emphasis on performing advanced tunes with challenging harmonies for improvisation are the components of this course.

Advanced Jazz Lab (762)







     1/2 credit

Prerequisite(s): Jazz Improvisation Lab or permission of instructor



Unified art credit
Focusing on advanced concepts in jazz performance, students keep in-depth practice journals, transcribe improvisations from recordings, become involved in recording projects, and are held to high levels of performance standards. Individual attention focuses on the particular needs of each student as s/he grows towards true proficiency in jazz performance.

The Social Influence of Rock and Roll (763)




     1/2 credit Prerequisite(s): Permission of instructor






Unified art credit
This course explores both musical and social movements that capture a unique time in American history. This includes:

· The importance of African-American culture in the origins and development of rock music, blues, rhythm and blues, Motown, and beyond.

· The impact of the post WW II era and the associated dramatic population growth creating a demand for new music.

· The impact of race, economics and class structure on the development of new styles.

· The impact of media and advances in technology that shaped the sound of rock and roll. 

Students engage in reading, discussion, listening, presentation, and writing based on reflection and research.

FINE ARTS - VISUAL ARTS

Suggested Course Sequence
	9
	10
	11
	12

	2-Dimensional Design

Introduction to Crafts

	
	Jewelry Making I
Introduction to Painting

Ceramics I

Basketry I

Basketry II

Wheel Throwing 

Graphic Design

Common Ground

Advanced Studio Art Honors

	
	Jewelry II

Photography I

Photography II 


The Visual Art department is proud to offer a diverse range of classes for this upcoming school  year.  As college admissions become more competitive, more and more students at Harwood are augmenting their post secondary applications with examples of their artwork, regardless of their intended major or minor.  The faculty in the Visual Arts department welcomes the opportunity to help students develop portfolios for college admission and career purposes.
Please use the above table to determine which classes are available for each grade level.

2-Dimensional Design (709)







     1/2 credit












Unified art credit
This course helps students develop their own visual language and communication using the tools of drawing. These techniques are the foundation of all art, which is acquired through experience. Students are encouraged to develop their own artistic skill through the basic art elements of art and design. Various methods of observing, exploring, and expressing are encouraged. Students develop interpretive, compositional, and problem-solving skills for communicating and expressing one’s own visual language. 

Introduction to Crafts (712)



     1/2 credit












Unified art credit
Would you like to try a hand at basketry, jewelry, stained glass, papermaking, book arts, leather, clay, and polymer clay? This class introduces students to a variety of professional quality, functional artwork through experiencing a variety of materials and methods. Students are encouraged to develop their own personal creativity with each project.

Wheel Throwing (711)



     1/2 credit

Prerequisite(s): Sophomore, Junior or Senior status and Introduction to Crafts


Unified art credit
Students learn the basics of wheel throwing, such as centering, opening, pulling, shaping, forming and trimming vessels. Students assist in loading and firing the kiln and glazing their pottery. They learn through step-by-step instructions and demonstrations to create clay objects on the wheel such as bowls, mugs, plates and vases. Individual creativity and development are encouraged through creation of functional and decorative projects.

Graphic Design (710)







     1/2 credit










       Unified art or comp/tech credit
This course is a comprehensive introduction to traditional and software-based graphic design. Design in our modern economy has become instrumental in the success of businesses, both large and small. With the advent of desktop computer design software, more and more companies are doing design work in-house, thus making design skills using publishing software a major asset to today’s job applicants in ANY field. Students in this class learn how to develop logo and layout design on paper, then refine and evolve their ideas using today’s latest versions of industry- standard desktop publishing software. Projects include logo design, magazine layout, and an album cover.  

Basketry (719)








     1/2 credit











Unified art credit
This course is for the student who wants to learn how to make functional and decorative baskets. Projects include various three-dimensional materials, such as reed and cane. Students learn the history of baskets as well as the techniques necessary to produce these pieces of art. Many types of baskets can be produced, such as backpacks, purses, gathering baskets and fishing creels.

Basketry II (708)








     1/2 credit
Prerequisite(s): Basketry I or permission of instructor




Unified art credit

This is an advanced basketry class in which students will pursue their individual styles.  Students will investigate various hardwoods and their potential baskets.

Advanced Studio Art Honors (718)

     1/2 credit

Prerequisite(s): 2-D Design or submitted portfolio and permission of instructor


Unified art credit

This course is designed both for those students who always wanted to draw, paint and use other mediums and those who are interested in developing their portfolio. Various topics are explored such as portraits, genre painting, still life, and landscapes. Students explore a broad range of solutions to visual problems weekly with their assigned sketches, and focus on the production of a culminating body of work. Individual and group critiques prepare students who are interested in applying to postsecondary institutions with a strong art foundation.

Jewelry Making (713)







     1/2 credit

Prerequisite(s): Intro to Crafts







Unified art credit
In this introductory level course, students engage in all types of jewelry making. Students learn cutting, forming, soldering, and finishing different metal pieces. In addition, they explore the process of fabrication, wire working, beading, and metals, with an emphasis on design, use and care of tools, and various techniques.

Jewelry II (714)








     1/2 credit

Prerequisite(s): Jewelry Making







Unified art credit

This course further refines existing jewelry skills. Students learn to use metal wire and sheet metal, and create simple stone settings. Each student perfects their design skills by creating unique jewelry such as rings, chains, pendants, and bracelets. Soldering skills are studied. 

Introduction to Painting (715)






     1/2 credit

Prerequisite(s): 2-D Design or Graphic Design





Unified art credit
This course fully introduces students to the fundamentals of painting, specifically painting from real life, learning to mix colors, as well as the uses of a variety of brushes, surfaces, and mediums. Students experience watercolors, acrylics, gouache, and oil painting. This course effectively balances the importance of technical information with the exploration and enjoyment of color and expressive engagement.

Ceramics I (716)








     1/2 credit

Prerequisite(s): Introduction to Crafts or permission of instructor 



Unified art credit
Ceramics is an in-depth exploration into clay, using various hand-building pinch, slab, and coil techniques. Time is devoted to terminology, techniques, tools, and surface treatments, such as glazes and under-glazes. All students cooperate in clay recycling as well as loading and unloading the kiln. Students are encouraged to develop their creative side from start to finish with their ceramic projects.

Photography I (720)
 







     1/2 credit

Prerequisite(s): Junior or Senior status, Sophomores with permission of instructor      Unified art or comp/tech credit
This comprehensive introduction to the photographic medium includes both the building of solid technical skills and emphasis on the creative importance of finely crafted black and white images. After mastering the processes of exposure, proper contrast manipulation, and printing, students produce beautiful images that show how each of us has a unique and relevant vision as observers of the human experience. Students are introduced to important artists of photography, which help in their development of their own personal style and vision. This class emphasizes effort and a willingness to take risks in exploring the world through the lens of a camera. 

Photography II (721)
Honors Course

     1/2 credit
Prerequisite(s): Grade of B or higher in Photography I
 

         Unified art or comp/tech credit
This advanced continuation of Photography I enables students to further develop their personal vision in photography in a project-based environment. After having mastered the important foundation processes in Photo I, this class enables a student’s greater freedom to explore and create their own voice through advanced printing and manipulation techniques, print collage, and mixed media. Students also create a multiple print series of their own choosing throughout the 9 weeks. This develops their ability to successfully express themselves through a multiple print series, which is crucial in commercial photography, fine art exhibition environments, or creating portfolios for college, and art/design schools. 

History/ Social Studies

"History does not refer merely...to the past. On the contrary, the great

 force of history comes from the fact that we carry it within us, are

 
 unconsciously controlled by it in many ways, and history is literally

 present in all we do."  - James Baldwin
Suggested Course Sequence

	9
	10
	11
	Electives – Grades 10,11, 12

	World History 

World History Honors 


	Creating Sustainable Communities 

Creating Sustainable Communities

Honors

Three Democracies 

Three Democracies Honors 
	U.S. History 

U.S. History Honors 


	1 credit

AP Modern European History

1/2 credit

Psychology

History on Film

Street Law

Economics: Money, the Market and You

Current Events in the Contemporary World 

Introduction to Philosophy

School as Subject


Please Note:

· All freshmen must take a World History course.

· All students must successfully complete U.S. History before graduation.

· All electives are open to sophomore, juniors, and seniors.

· All students are encouraged to follow the recommended sequence of courses outlined above. 

World History (322)








        1 credit











        Social studies credit

World History uses primary source documentation and requires out of class independent research and academic work. In addition to standardized assessment techniques, students create their own world history portfolio. The portfolio is divided into geographical units and includes handouts, maps, charts, graphs, essays, and pieces of artistic expression. The unit on Asia includes a hands-on lesson to create a silk book jacket, which students use to cover their portfolios. Debates & presentations are included in the overall assessments.

World History Honors (324)






       1 credit

Prerequisite(s): Recommendation of 8th grade history teacher



         Social studies credit
The Honors section of World History requires extensive reading and historical analysis.  Geography, art, culture, and political philosophy are important themes of the course.  Scholarship is actively encouraged, including research skills and abstract thinking.  

Creating Sustainable Communities
 (312) 





        1 credit











        Social studies credit
Creating Sustainable Communities (CSC) provides a contemporary perspective on what it means to be a responsible participant in one’s own community.  Community is identified from the local to the global level.  Sustainable communities meet the need of the present while ensuring that future generations will be able to meet their needs.  The class focuses on citizenship and responsibility toward those resources that civilization share, including our environment, economy, and human rights.  Through reading, reflection, discussion, and writing students will consider the role of the individual in a democratic society that seeks to achieve the goals of a community.  This course actively engages students to be a participatory citizen in a democratic society.  Student’s research and study problems that exist or threaten the welfare of citizen’s ability to participate in that democratic community. Some assignments involve: service-learning projects and participation in community.   

Creating Sustainable Communities
 Honors (316)




        1 credit

Prerequisite(s): Summer reading assignment





          Social studies credit

In addition to the above description of CSC, this course moves at a faster pace and requires more responsibility outside of the classroom. To be successful, students need to effectively demonstrate their understanding of concepts within the context of community. Students are challenged to work cooperatively with community members to address an issue or solve a problem. 

Three Democracies (314)







        1 credit











        Social studies credit
Three Democracies is a course that explores the question of what it means to be a citizen in a republic. We examine the stories revealed in the histories of two “democracies” of the past: Fifth Century BCE Athens, the Roman Republic, 509-44 BCE, and a third, the American Republic, 1789-present. The political questions raised by the peoples of the early democracies are ageless and have a relevance to a citizen of our republic. Readings are taken almost exclusively from ancient sources such as Herodotus, Aeschylus, Euripides, Thucydides, Plutarch and Xenophon on Athens, Livy, Polybius, Caesar, Cicero and Plutarch on Rome, and, in the case of contemporary America, essays, political speeches, party platforms, and public policies.

 

The fundamental concepts from politics, economics, political philosophy and public speaking are introduced in the historical context of the Athenian democracy and the Roman and American Republics. This course focuses on the written and spoken word of public political discourse using the Socratic method of dialogue and class discussion. Through reading, reflection, discussion, and written responses, we consider the role of the individual in a democracy and what is required of each of us if the American Republic is to prosper and extend its original promise to all. Assessment is conducted via discussion, written papers, and tests designed to meet the specific needs and learning styles of the class.
Three Democracies Honors (318)  






        1 credit










        Social studies credit
The honors curriculum of Three Democracies provides a more in-depth and rigorous examination of the primary source materials in Three Democracies texts. Students are expected to demonstrate mastery of the material though weekly written assignments, active participation in class discussions, periodic oral presentations, and exams.

US History (322)








       1 credit











       Social studies credit
This course begins with a chronological survey of American history from the colonial period through the creation of the Constitution. This study exposes students to beliefs and values that are essential to understanding the history of our nation. Following the Constitutional era, the course takes a more thematic approach to examining US History. Major themes examined are civil rights, conflict, and social history. The beliefs and values on which our nation was founded are explored. The course makes extensive use of primary and secondary readings, textbooks, and videos. Students are required to demonstrate their knowledge of US History through reading, writing, and engaging in historical analysis. Assessment takes the form of class discussion, formal essays, quizzes, tests, and hands-on projects that may include the use of internet-based formats.

US History Honors (333)





  

       1 credit

Prerequisite(s): Summer reading assignment





         Social studies credit
A basic assumption of this course is that there is a body of knowledge and a common experience and vision that serves to bind any particular society together. Therefore, a thorough reading and clear understanding of some of the significant writings of American History is a cornerstone of this course. Primary historical texts from each era are the basis of class activities. Other activities are based on independent research and reporting to the class using various technologies and methods. 

In addition to acquiring a sound knowledge base, students develop the necessary skills to acquire and communicate information. To discover, reflect on, and communicate the vision, experience, and principles of the American people requires an ability to read, reason, and write at a sophisticated level. Therefore, United States History Honors focuses on developing the skill of reading and analyzing challenging works, reflecting on their meaning and implications, and writing descriptive, analytic, and reflective responses and essays. The course is taught thematically and is built around four key themes: founding principles, civil rights, social history, and 20th century conflict.

Psychology (355)






     

    1/2 credit






         Social studies credit
This course is designed to serve as an introduction to the basic theories and practices of psychology. The historical background of the field serves as a foundation for a series of readings. Current emphasis has shifted away from psychoanalysis to neurology, and the material reflects this trend. Various individual case studies will be analyzed. Furthermore, this class will explore various areas within psychology, including biological, cognitive, developmental, social, personality, and how these diverse areas can be integrated. We also discuss psychological research methodologies and ethics in social science.

History on Film (334)




           


    1/2 credit

          Social studies credit 

Students view and analyze films, documentaries, news broadcasts, as well as other forms of audio and visual media for a variety of purposes including:

· To acquire historical knowledge

· To investigate the historical accuracy of contemporary films portraying historical events

· To increase awareness of bias and perspective in media representations

· To develop a more sophisticated and contextual understanding of contemporary global issues

· To explore the methods filmmakers use to affect, persuade, and inform viewers

A variety of assessments are used to gauge student understanding. The most common is class discussion, but a variety of other methods include personal responses, persuasive essays, and multimedia presentations are used.

Street Law (347)






      

    1/2 credit











        Social studies credit


This course provides a general overview of law and the role that it plays in our society. Areas of focus include criminal law and juvenile justice, individual rights, contract law, housing law, and family law. Students are given practical information helpful in our law-saturated society. The curriculum includes case studies, mock trials, role playing, small group exercises, and visual analysis activities.

Economics: Money, the Market & You (346)




    1/2 credit











       Social studies credit
Economics examines how we make choices about our financial resources. These choices occur on an individual level (microeconomics) and a national/international level (macroeconomics). This course examines both micro and macroeconomics. The primary assessment method involves the creation of an economics portfolio that includes charts, graphs, essays, and case studies of economic principles. Some of the these principles include scarcity, the laws of supply and demand, comparisons between capitalism and socialism, the stock market, different business models, taxes, labor and wages, banking, international currency, trade, and environmental economics. In addition, students participate in national and statewide competitions involving the stock market. 

Current Events in the Contemporary World (357)            


     1/2 credit











         Social studies credit
This course explores major events and contemporary issues in the news, while seeking to understand how they have developed from a historical perspective. Students read news accounts, newspapers, magazines, and digital media in an attempt to understand the issues facing our world today. The historical roots and the genesis of these problems are examined in light of significant domestic and foreign policy developments that have occurred in the United States and the world from 1945 to the present. As historians and critical media consumers we will also consider these questions: What is the role of media in a democratic society? How do reporters and editors interpret events we read about in the media? What ways are the news merely reported and in what ways is it “invented”? Original documents, YouTube clips, feature films, oral histories, documentary films, music, novels, and other supplemental sources are used to complement 
media sources. Class activities are discussion-based, and students will be able to demonstrate their learning through class dialogue, reaction papers, original projects, and digital presentations.


Introduction to Philosophy (359)






     1/2 credit











        Social studies credit
For thousands of years human beings have struggled with eternal and challenging questions: Is there a God? How does one find meaning in life? What is “reality”? What, if anything exists apart from our perceptions? Are human beings purely physical bodies, or is there more to us than that? What could that “more” be? Is there life after physical death?  In this new course, we explore the fundamental problems that have excited and perplexed thinkers throughout the ages. We confront important and conflicting responses to such questions by different philosophers, and respond to their views in turn. Our goals are (1) to understand the ways that famous philosophers have attempted to answer these problems, and (2) to come to a reasoned position of our own on philosophical problems. Readings include excerpts from such philosophers as Plato, Aristotle, St. Thomas Aquinas, St. Augustine, Descartes, Hume, Kant, Hegel, and others.

Advanced Placement Modern European History (349)



          1 credit











            Social studies credit
Prerequisite: Recommendation of current history teacher.  AP European History students are expected to take the College Board Exam. 

Starting with the Late Medieval Period and extending to the present, this course emphasizes research and writing skills. Students are expected to perform on the upper levels of Bloom’s taxonomy (analyzing, evaluating, and creating) to learn the art, literature, and economic developments of Europe. The Renaissance, Reformation, Age of Exploration, and other sociopolitical events are synthesized through focus of microcosm versus macrocosm. The model format for the class is that of a college seminar. The complete syllabus for this course is available online at http://www.collegeboard.com/apcourseledger.

School as Subject (345)                         

                                                        1 credit


                                            Social studies credit


This course is designed as an action research for school transformation.  The goal is to strengthen student commitment to their education, their community and democracy by expanding and deepening youth voice in school decision making.  This effort is founded on the belief that students must be central to school transformation. “Empowering student voices in educational reform has been identified as critically important to the successful implementation of academic programs and projects.  As a result of seeking more meaningful student involvement, educators are including the voices of students in the planning, research, instruction and evaluation of renewal efforts” (P. Evans, 2007, dissertation p.9).`
MATHEMATICS

Suggested Course Sequences 


[image: image2] Please note:

· For those students significantly below grade level, Case Managers, School Counselors and the educational support team will collaborate with families to determine the best placement. 

· *Students are assigned to Algebra I Support class when struggling with course content.  Elective credit for participation is awarded on a semester basis. 

· Geometry is open to freshmen who have successfully completed Algebra I in Grade 8 and with teacher recommendation. 

· Students who successfully completed algebra in middle school will receive a letter grade and one credit and will be reflected on their transcript. The grade earned will not be included in the student’s high school GPA or impact high school class rank.   It will count towards the four math credits required for graduation.

· With a teacher recommendation, Geometry can be taken concurrently with Algebra II or Algebra II Honors.

· ALL Students have access to the Math Lab, staffed by a certified math teacher, on a drop-in basis, or by appointment, for assistance in understanding concepts.

· Students are assigned to the next course in the sequence based on meeting prerequisites and teacher recommendation. 

· The above sequences are based upon students earning one math credit per year. All courses listed above are worth 1 credit unless otherwise indicated. Other options to earn additional math credits in one year should be discussed with a math teacher and school counselor. 

· Students may request a waiver of a prerequisite for a course if they feel that their circumstances merit special consideration. This request should be submitted in written form to the math department head. 

· For Algebra II Honors, Pre-calculus, and Calculus, students are required to purchase a TI-83/TI-84 Series Graphing Calculator or equivalent. If this is a financial hardship, please see a math teacher. 

· The pace set in honors-level courses is accelerated. It requires a good work ethic, high ability, interest, and passion in mathematics.

Algebra I (119)








        1 credit












        Math credit
Algebra I is the basic course essential for more advanced courses in mathematics. It includes topics on the language of algebra, basic operations, solving equations, linear functions, 

operations on polynomials, factoring, systems of equations, inequalities, radicals and quadratic functions. Some sections offer a second block to support student learning to achieve in Algebra I. Students earn elective credit for the second block on quarterly basis. 

Geometry (122)                                            





      1 credit

Prerequisite(s): Algebra I








      Math credit
In this course, students perform investigations, discover patterns and develop conjectures. Tools of geometry as well as computer programs are used to perform investigations. Topics include triangles, polygons, circles, congruence, similarity, parallelism, area, volume, constructions and trigonometry. Materials needed include protractor, metric ruler, graph paper, and a five-function calculator. 

*Placement in this course for incoming freshmen may also be based on a math assessment.

Personal Finance (168) 







      1 credit

Prerequisite(s): 2 credits in Mathematics and teacher recommendation



      Math credit
This course concentrates on introducing the fundamentals and skills of personal finance. Mathematics is integrated with budgeting, balancing checkbooks, credit cards, insurance, investments and savings. Use of the calculator and computer technology is emphasized.

Algebra II (130) 








      1 credit

Prerequisite(s): Algebra I and teacher recommendation




     Math credit
Algebra II includes a review of Algebra I and topics of Algebra II, including functions, quadratics, complex numbers, conic sections, exponential functions, logarithmic functions, rational exponents, and trigonometry.

Algebra II Honors (132)







      1 credit

Prerequisite(s): Minimum grade of B in both Algebra I and Geometry and teacher recommendation


      Math credit
Algebra II Honors includes the came content as Algebra II, but covers topics in greater depth. Graphing calculators are required and used extensively.

Trigonometry (134) 








      1 credit

Prerequisite(s): Geometry and Algebra II or Algebra II Honors and teacher recommendation
     Math credit
Topics include trigonometric functions and identities, solutions of triangles, extensive problem solving, circular functions and their graphs, inverse circular functions, solutions of trigonometric equations and a selection of pre-calculus topics. 

Statistics and Probability (172)






        1 credit
Prerequisite(s): Geometry and Algebra II or Algebra II Honors and teacher recommendation
        Math credit

This course addresses permutations and combinations, random behavior, statistical sampling, statistical significance, experimental design, normal distribution, and confidence intervals.

Pre-Calculus Honors (140)







        1 credit

Prerequisite(s): Grade of B in Algebra II Honors or A in Algebra II and teacher recommendation
        Math credit

This course is a continuation of Algebra II and explores those topics in greater depth. Additional topics include parametric equations, and the algebra of functions. Particular emphasis is given to topics that are fundamental to a first course in calculus including graphing calculator techniques. 

Calculus Honors (148)







        1 credit












        Math credit
Prerequisite(s): Minimum grade of B in Pre-Calculus and teacher recommendation and completion of summer math packet
This is a course in one-variable Calculus for college-bound students. While not strictly following the Advanced Placement curriculum, students have the opportunity to take the AP Calculus A/B exam in May. The course includes graphical, numerical, and algebraic techniques of both derivation and integration. Generally, concepts are presented informally and intuitively as well as proven more formally. Since students find that the study of physics enhances the understanding of calculus, enrollment in both courses is recommended. 

Advanced Placement Calculus (150)





         1 credit




         Math credit
Prerequisite(s): Minimum grade of A in Pre-Calculus and teacher recommendation and completion of summer math packet

This course includes the same content of Calculus Honors, but is covered at a faster pace to prepare students to take the Calculus A/B Advanced Placement Exam in May. Students enrolling in AP Calculus will be required to take the exam. The complete syllabus for this course is available online at http://www.collegeboard.com/apcourseledger.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

The goal of the Harwood Union Physical Education Department is to develop the desire for lifelong physical activity.  Physical Education is an integral part of a student's educational experience. Developing healthy habits, being physically educated, making good decisions, and maintaining positive relationships are lifelong skills. Courses in the Physical Education curriculum are designed to facilitate the learning of these skills in a positive, safe environment, and to ensure that each student has the opportunity to develop confidence and a positive self-image.

Personal Fitness (812)







     1/2 credit











      Personal fitness credit

This required course helps students achieve the goal of living an active healthy lifestyle. Cardiovascular training, heart rate monitoring, weight training, nutrition, personal goal-setting and recreational activities are covered. Students are assessed on their ability to design and adhere to a personal fitness plan, use of equipment, knowledge gained, and effort to work with others. This course must be completed to meet graduation requirements.

Physical Education Activities (814)


     1/2 credit











      Personal fitness credit

Archery, badminton, tennis, table tennis, volleyball, golf, juggling, rugby, international sports, cricket, and other activities are offered at various times of the school year. Students are assessed by their participation, skill development, and knowledge gained in this course.

Methods in Coaching (816)







    1/2 credit
Prerequisite(s): Junior or Senior status





     Personal fitness credit
This course introduces students to fundamental skills, methods, and concepts relating to the field of coaching. Topics include adolescent development, group organization and management, coaching philosophies, and teaching of skills. Students are expected to apply their learning in school and community settings, such as working with young people. Students are assessed on their involvement in school and in the community as coaches, as well as written evaluations, knowledge tests, and demonstrations of techniques.

Adventure PE (817)








     1/2 credit











      Personal fitness credit

This course provides students physical education experiences within the outdoor environment in which we live. Team-building, group initiatives and adventure games are also used to develop leadership skills, teamwork, and a sense of physical and mental wellness. Assessments include participation, discussion, lectures, and various assignments. Activities and trips include hiking, snowshoeing, camping, biking, rocket-sledding, rock climbing, paddling, fishing, and more. Students are scheduled for class meetings during the school day in addition to activities on weekends and after school. 

SCIENCE 

Science programs at Harwood Union reflect the following as guiding principles:

1. To provide many opportunities to use and develop the rational powers

2. To allow the student to actively engage in the collection of information, the development of generalizations based on the organization of the information, the formulation of deductions from these generalizations, and the testing of these deductions through actual experimentation

3. To continually develop and refine strategies of inquiry

4. To continue the development of scientific literacy and the spirit of rational inquiry

5. To provide the opportunity for students to enjoy the experience of learning

Suggested Course Sequence

	9
	10
	11 and 12

	Topics in Earth-Space Science

Earth-Space Science

Earth-Space Honors
	Topics in Biology

Biology

Biology Honors
	Investigations in Everyday Science

Chemistry

Advanced Placement Chemistry

Human Physiology

Environmental Science

Physics 

Advanced Placement Physics 




Please Note:

· With the permission of a Harwood science teacher, students may enroll in science courses that do not follow the suggested course sequence above. 

Topics In Earth-Space Science (210)                           


  
     1.5 credits
Prerequisite(s): Recommendation of 8th grade science teacher 



      Science credit
In this course, students study the earth’s atmosphere and weather, its geology and geologic history, its oceans, and its position in our universe. Classroom activities include significant laboratory investigations and discussions.

Earth-Space Science (212)







    1.5 credits
Prerequisite(s): Recommendation of 8th grade science teacher 



     Science credit
This laboratory course is designed to enable students to gain a basic understanding of our planet and its relationship to the rest of the universe. Students investigate the changes that led to the development of the world as we know it through a combination of lab work, research, reading, projects and lecture.

Earth-Space Science Honors (214) 






     1.5 credits
Prerequisite(s): Recommendation of 8th grade science teacher 



       Science credit
This demanding laboratory course is designed to enable students to gain an in-depth understanding of our planet and its relationship to the rest of the universe. Major emphasis is placed upon understanding the key processes that have led to the development of the world as we know it. Students investigate problem-solving methods as well as applied physics topics through a combination of lab work, reading, projects, and lecture. 

Topics In Biology (220)                                     



   
     1.5 credits











      Science credit

Prerequisite(s): Successful completion of Earth-Space Science and recommendation of current science instructor
In this course, students study ecology, simple biochemistry, cell biology, genetics, evolution, comparative anatomy, physiology, and a survey of the kingdom of life. Classroom activities include significant laboratory investigations and discussions.

Biology (222)

 







     1.5 credits











      Science credit
Prerequisite(s): Successful completion of Earth-Space Science and recommendation of current science instructor

In this course, students study ecology, simple biochemistry, cell biology, genetics, evolution, comparative anatomy, physiology, and a survey of the kingdom of life. Students engage in laboratory investigations, fieldwork, outside reading, and class discussion. Observation of the natural world, collection and analysis of data, development of logical thinking processes, and science writing skills are emphasized.

Biology Honors (224) 




                     

     1.5 credits











     Science credit
Prerequisite(s): Minimum grade of B in Earth-Space Science and recommendation of current science instructor

This course requires strong writing and mathematical skills. Students study ecology, simple biochemistry, cell biology, genetics, evolution, comparative anatomy, physiology, and the kingdoms of life. Students engage in laboratory investigations, fieldwork, outside reading, and class discussion. Observation of the natural world, collection and analysis of data, development of logical thinking processes, and science writing skills are emphasized.

Investigations in Everyday Science (253) 
      

     1.5 credits 

       Science credit
Prerequisite(s): Junior or Senior status, successful completion of Earth-Space Science and Biology, and recommendation of current science instructor











This course provides basic principles of chemistry and physics and relates science to everyday materials. Using hands-on projects, students explore topics such as solar energy, windmills, composting, alternative energy sources, and bridge design. The science focus meshes the chemistry of matter, and the physical science behind how things work with environmental issues, including conservation, energy, and society’s impact on the natural world.

Chemistry (232)                                              




     1.5 credits











      Science credit
Prerequisite(s): Successful completion of Algebra I, Earth-Space Science, and Biology and recommendation of current science instructor
This science laboratory course prepares the student for further science study at the postsecondary school level. Frequent laboratory experience combines verifying concepts developed in the classroom and problem-solving requiring student design. Students observe and develop an understanding of physical and chemical changes in matter and how they can be represented and manipulated. Topics include the language of chemistry, the periodic table, stoichiometry, gas laws, atomic structure, radioactivity, bonding, energy and rates of reactions, acids and bases, oxidation-reduction, and carbon compounds.

Advance Placement Chemistry (235) 





     1.5 credits
**(Double block class daily)**






     Science credit
Prerequisite(s): Junior or Senior status, recommendation of current science instructor, and completion of Algebra II or concurrent enrollment in Algebra II honors
This course is equivalent to a freshman level general chemistry class at a college or university and is therefore very fast paced.  Students wishing to enter the medical or science fields are encouraged to consider taking this course.  This course will require a strong desire for students to study and learn material outside of class.  It is estimated that students will be expected to complete at lease 1 hour of studying/work per night for this course.  The course will run for two blocks everyday which will include laboratory time, lecture time, and group problem solving time.  All students enrolled in the course must take the AP exam in May.  Students cannot switch up to Advanced Placement from other levels of Chemistry once the school year has started.
Human Physiology (244)                                      



 
     1.5 credits











      Science credit

Prerequisite(s): Junior or Senior status, successful completion of Earth-Space Science and Biology
This science laboratory course is designed to acquaint students with the chemical and physical processes that control their bodies. The course is structured for students who want more detailed analysis of the functions of the human body beyond those already discussed in biology or health 
courses. Laboratory activities are used to emphasize the physiological and holistic relationships of the body.

Environmental Science (251) 






    1.5 credits

     Science credit

Prerequisite(s): Senior status, successful completion of Earth-Space Science, Biology, Chemistry, Algebra I, and Algebra II   and recommendation of current science instructor
This course’s goal is to provide students with the scientific principles, concepts, and methodologies required to understand the interrelationships of the natural world, to identify and analyze environmental problems, both natural and human-made, to evaluate the relative risks associated with these problems, and to examine alternative solutions for resolving and/or preventing them.

Physics (248)                                                




 
   1.5 credits












    Science credit


Prerequisite(s): Senior status, successful completion or concurrent enrollment in Algebra II and, and recommendation of current science instructor
In this course, students gain an understanding of the basic ideas of physics, such as forces, vectors, energy, waves, and electricity, and how they apply to everyday phenomena. Students must have the mathematical skills, including measurement, algebra, and trigonometry, to successfully complete the required lab exercises and assignments.

Advanced Placement Physics (252)






   1.5 credits
**(Double block class daily)**






    Science credit


Prerequisite(s): Senior status, successful completion or concurrent enrollment in Pre-Calculus and recommendation of current science instructor

Students are challenged to gain some understanding of the basic principles that underlie motion, gravity, electricity, magnetism, and light. Students perform regular lab exercises, participate in physics demonstrations, and engage in daily problem-solving exercises in order to examine some of the patterns in nature that physicists have discovered. The complete syllabus for this course is available online at http://www.collegeboard.com/apcourseledger.

TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION 
Every student at Harwood can benefit from enrolling in at least one Technology Education course. Areas in Technology Education are derived from manufacturing, construction, transportation and communication. Courses focus on proper use of tools and machines to solve problems and create useful products. Students develop practical math and science skills in all course offerings. Students completing four different Technology Education classes may earn 1 math equivalency credit.

Metals Technology I (630)







     1/2 credit











    Elective credit

Metal Technology I develops an awareness of and the skills in the various areas of metal working and welding. Through hands-on lab work, students develop skills in sheet metal work and use of the tools and equipment. Metal layout and radial line problems are integrated into student projects. Basic fundamentals and the safety of mig, gas and arc welding are also covered in this course. Time is allowed for work on small individual projects.

Metals Technology II (631)







     1/2 credit
Prerequisite(s): Metals Technology I or permission of instructor



    Elective credit
Metals Technology II is designed to further develop the skills and basic knowledge acquired in Metals I. Students problem-solve, design and integrate advanced skills into lab-oriented projects in the metals and welding areas. Blueprint reading in both welding terminology and sheet metal fabrication are included in the course. Students may do auto bodywork and individual projects.

Transportation (632)








    1/2 credit

   Elective credit
This course explores the world of transportation and the fundamental mechanics behind it. Students problem-solve and troubleshoot problems on small engines. The principles of operation and the physical reasons that gasoline, diesel, and rocket engines operate are the main core of the course. Periodic maintenance on all types of powered equipment is also covered.

Aerospace Technology (633)






   1/2 credit
  Elective credit
Aerospace Technology explores the field of aeronautics, space travel, and aerodynamics. Students familiarize themselves in these areas by designing and constructing rocket and plane models to scale to test in actual flying conditions. Students explore the history and the physical reasons that allow for space flight. The space shuttle and its various missions are a topic of discovery. A flight simulator is available for student use.

Technical Drawing I – Mechanical Drafting (640)



   1/2 credit
  Elective credit
The ability to express ideas and solve problems on paper is a valuable skill. Technical drawing is a nonverbal form of communication of ideas and concepts. Beginning with simple mechanical forms, students develop skills in expressing themselves accurately, first in two dimensions (sketching and drawing), and later in three dimensions (model making). Through blueprint reading, mechanical drawing and model building, students develop an understanding of the 

basics in this field of study. Students planning to work in any engineering, architecture, construction, or mechanically-related fields should consider developing the important technical skills emphasized in this course.

Technical Drawing II (641)







   1/2 credit

Prerequisite(s): Technical Drawing I






  Elective credit





Technical Drawing II continues to develop the skills and knowledge of technical drawing/drafting developed in Technical Drawing I.  Any student considering a career in architecture, engineering or any trade should have strong skills in the area.
Wood Technology I
(645)







  1/2 credit












Elective credit
Wood Tech I introduces the student to the exciting and creative field of woodworking through the use of hand and power tools. Individual and group and projects are constructed to master the techniques involved in all aspects of joinery, assembly, and finishing. Planning, materials estimates, and safety are major topics in this course. 

Furniture Construction (646)






  1/2 credit

Prerequisite(s): Wood Technology 1






Elective credit
Furniture construction allows students to expand upon their basic woodworking skills. The emphasis is for students to explore working with wood. Creativity is encouraged. While we focus on furniture, any project that attempts to make a creative use of wood is encouraged. Project work will include joinery, design, and function. 

Electricity & Electronics (634)






 1/2 credit












Elective credit

Electricity & Electronics will explore the generation of electric power to include coal, oil, nuclear, solar and geothermal.  Wind power will be discussed in detail with practical hands-on projects to supplement the discussion.  An introduction to electronics and electronic circuitry will be enhanced through the building of electronic circuits to perform various tasks. 
WORLD LANGUAGES
Suggested Course Sequence

	7-8
	9
	10
	11
	12

	French 7/8

Spanish 7/8

  
	French I

French II

Spanish I

Spanish II

Latin I
	French II

French III

Spanish II

Spanish III

Latin II
	French III

French IV

Spanish III

Spanish IV

Latin III
	French IV

French V

Spanish IV

Spanish V

Latin IV


Please Note:

· Students who completed French I or Spanish I in middle school will receive one high school credit for French I or Spanish I. 

· Students who successfully completed French I or Spanish I in middle school will receive a letter grade and one credit and will be reflected on their transcript.  The grade will not be included in the student’s high school GPA or impact high school class rank.  
French I (410)








       1 credit

   Elective credit
The main goal of this course is to learn the basics of the French language. Listening and speaking skills are a prime concern, thus the emphasis is on meaningful communication in everyday situations. Students practice grammar, vocabulary, and idioms orally and then have these skills reinforced in reading and writing. Students enjoy an introduction to the French-speaking world through slides, videos, storytelling, and discussion. Computer-assisted language learning is an integral part of the course.

French II (412)





            

      1 credit 












  Elective credit
Prerequisite(s): A grade of C or higher in French I or Middle School French 8 or permission of instructor











This is the second level of French offered at Harwood. It is a critical level, designed to increase the student’s fluency and confidence in the language through continued reading, vocabulary enrichment, listening, oral practice and cultural awareness. Various authentic materials are used in order to provide contexts in which students increase their ability to express their personal experiences. Students improve their speaking in French through role-playing everyday situations in both guided and open conversation as well as through direct dialogue. More proficient writing skills are acquired as higher-level grammatical and lexical structures are learned. Both reading and listening comprehension are reinforced and expanded using different types of resources. Students also increase their cultural awareness through readings, song, and cooking.

French III (414)








       1 credit

Prerequisite(s): A grade of C or higher in French II or permission of instructor


   Elective credit
This course is the third level in the learning of the basic core of French. It is an important level, designed to increase a student's fluency and confidence within the language through continued reading, vocabulary, and oral practice. There is strong emphasis on spoken French in everyday

situations in both guided and open conversation. More free writing is done. Various supplementary materials are used including cassettes, slides, videos, and computer software. 

French IV Honors (416)







       1 credit

Prerequisite(s): A grade of C or higher in French III or permission of instructor


   Elective credit

At the fourth level of French offered at Harwood, all areas of language competency are refined to make the students more comfortable communicating in French at an intermediate level. Methods of instruction are extremely diverse, and themes probe students’ opinions, experiences and creativity due to their higher proficiency in the target language. Students improve their speaking skills through daily conversation, both thematic and open. Their listening competency is addressed using recordings of all types, videos, Le Petit Prince on CD among others. Students improve their reading in French using authentic short stories. Writing abilities improve through the acquisition of more complex grammatical structures and tenses, as well as extensive practice notably through their work with journals. Students also increase their cultural awareness through readings, presentations, song and cooking. From this level, students qualify to participate in any French Club trip. 

French V Honors (418)







       1 credit

Prerequisite(s): A grade of C or higher in French IV or permission of instructor


   Elective credit
French V is a course in which students strive to reach an advanced level. Great emphasis is placed on expressing students’ opinions and experiences in order to maximize their accurate articulation in French. Increasing students’ proficiency to the point where they are comfortable communicating in the target language is the ultimate purpose of this course. Students improve their speaking skills through daily conversation, both thematic and open. Their listening competency is addressed using recordings of all types including videos and poems on tape. Students improve their reading using authentic short stories, internet articles and various excerpts from French works. Writing abilities improve through the acquisition of more complex grammatical structures and tenses, as well as extensive practice notably through their journal and story writing. Students also increase their cultural awareness through readings, presentations, song and cooking.

Latin I (430)









       1 credit












  Elective credit
The first year of Latin is designed to teach the fundamentals of the language and how it influences our own English language. By studying Latin vocabulary, students learn how English words are derived from Latin words. By studying the forms of grammar and syntax of Latin, students learn how to identify the integral parts of a sentence and how to construct a proper paragraph. By studying the culture of Rome, its daily life, education, mythology, government, literature, and art, students can learn about the roots of America’s heritage. Readings and projects centering on Pompeii and Roman Britain enhance the course. Students also receive an extensive introduction to Art History. This course has been referred to as “a primary factor in my perfect reading comprehension SAT score.”

Latin II (432)









       1 credit

Prerequisite(s): A grade of C or higher in Latin I, or permission of instructor


   Elective credit
A participant explains, “This course has not only taught me Latin, but has helped me with Spanish, English and history studies.” Latin II continues the process begun in Latin I, and more fully develops the language to the point at which students can begin to read Roman authors, including 8 poems by Catullus and excerpts from Julius Caesar’s Commentarii de Bello Gallico, focusing on his incursions into Britain. Other outside readings and projects centering around Alexandria under Roman rule and Roman Britain under King Cogidubnus form integral parts of the course. Students also receive an introduction to ornithology and learn the scientific names of over 30 birds according to Linneaus’s binomial nomenclature.

Latin III: Prose Honors (434)






       1 credit

Prerequisite(s): A grade of C or higher in Latin II, or permission of instructor


   Elective credit
The focus of this course centers around Rome itself in the first century A.D., an introduction to 

Classical architecture, philosophy, history of astronomy, and the readings of Cicero’s famous

Philosophical work Scipio’s Dream in Latin. Class discussion is an important part of this course.

This is a “diverse class, and we can do fun games like Jeopardy,” explains a student. 

Latin IV Honors (435)







        1 credit

Prerequisite(s): A grade of C or higher in Latin III, or permission of instructor


    Elective credit
Latin IV includes a study of the legendary founding of Rome, poetic meter, the fables of Phaedrus, and readings of poems by Martial and Ovid. Also covered are “the touching verse of Catullus, and the gossamer that Virgil weaves.” By the end of the course, students will have read books I-IV of Virgil’s Aeneid.

Spanish I (440)








       1 credit












  Elective credit
The first year of Spanish is designed to allow students to develop the ability to respond to everyday situations in the target language. Students practice storytelling techniques to develop good listening skills and retelling stories to incorporate basic vocabulary. Students begin to understand Hispanic cultural perspectives and acquire the ability to identify similarities and differences between the Hispanic and English languages. Students are able to reinforce these skills by working from websites, and creating projects that are designed to increase students’ cultural awareness of the Hispanic world.

Spanish II (441)








       1 credit 




   Elective credit


Prerequisite(s): A grade of C or higher, permission of Spanish I or Middle School Spanish 8 instructor
Spanish II bridges Spanish I with new Spanish II material. It is a critical level, designed to increase the student’s fluency and confidence in the language though continued reading, vocabulary enrichment, listening and oral practice as well as continued awareness of Hispanic cultures. Storytelling remains an important aspect of the learning process. Students improve their speaking fluency by retelling stories, participating in role-playing activities, and giving oral presentations in Spanish. Both reading and listening comprehension are reinforced and expanded using different types of resources ranging from authentic reading materials, cultural movies in the target language, computer-assisted language programs, guest speakers and group discussions.

Spanish III (444)








       1 credit

Prerequisite(s): A grade of C or higher in Spanish II or permission of instructor


   Elective credit
In this course Spanish is spoken daily. Fluency is stressed and students read short stories, practice conversation, and write compositions. Various supplementary materials are used including computer programs, videos, and movies to deepen understanding of Hispanic culture. Reading fluency is increased by studying short novels and historical information.

Spanish IV Honors (446)







       1 credit

Prerequisite(s): A grade of C or higher in Spanish III or permission of instructor

   Elective credit
In the fourth level in the Spanish language sequence, the use of Spanish at all times is emphasized. The goal is to make Spanish a working language, building on the skills learned in previous levels. There is more emphasis on reading, selected from various Hispanic authors. Videos, computers, and audio tapes are used to increase oral comprehension and facilitate writing.

Spanish V Honors (448)







       1 credit

Prerequisite(s): A grade of C or higher in French IV or permission of instructor


   Elective credit
Spanish V serves students who wish to study the Hispanic culture through topics of broader cultural significance. Students discuss, write, present and debate issues in the target language that relate to artistic, cultural, literary, social and political issues in the Hispanic world. Students read novels, short stories, and authentic texts in Spanish to prepare for advanced levels of language acquisition. The students’ attainment of an intermediate proficiency level is the objective of the course. Students also acquire a cultural appreciation of activities such as cooking, music and dance. Preparation for College Board Advanced Placement examinations is encouraged.

TECHNICAL PROGRAMS OFFERED AT BARRE TECHNICAL CENTER
The Barre Technical Center offers a range of real life career training for students interested in going straight into the workforce, onto post secondary training or the military.  Programs run from 8:30 – 12:50 each day with a scheduled 4th lunch.  When considering a program option at the Barre Technical Center it is vital that the prospective student is aware of their High School credit standing.  It will be important to work with your School Counselor on determining the best program for you. 
Applications for the Barre Technical Center can be picked up at your High School Counseling Office or found on line at www.barretechnicalcenter.org
Acceptance into a program is based on: completed application, academic/attendance/discipline record, grade level, credit status for graduation, level of interest and a successful interview.

Barre Technical Center Timeline
· Student visits to Tech Center (two programs) – February 16, 2011

· Application deadline for Technical Programs – March 16, 2011

· Required Ste Up Day for all who apply.  Students will participate in the program and will complete interviews – March 30, 2011

· Confirmation letters sent after – April 27, 2011

Automotive Technology
Prerequisite: Junior or Senior and selected through an application and interview process
The Automotive Technology Program provides an introduction to four areas of the automotive service industry.  The program provides training and experience in the theory, operation, diagnosis and repair of automotive systems.  Areas of concentration include: steering and suspension, brake systems, electrical systems and engine performance.  Students will learn how to properly repair, maintain, and service automobiles and light trucks.  Instruction includes the proper use of power and hand tools as well as all shop equipment and welding.  Students will be eligible to receive certification from the Vermont Automotive Dealers Association for proficiency in Basic Automotive Technology.

Students from this program are typically hired by the State Highway Department, Formula Ford, Cody Chevrolet, local specialty and auto supply stores, service stations, and independent garages.  Students completing this program have gone on to attended Vermont Technical College, New Hampshire Technical College, University of Northwestern Ohio, Universal Technical Institute, Ohio Technical College, and Baron Institute.

Program length – 2 semesters.  

Credits:  1 English (1 English credit can substitute for 1 elective credit in one year of program participation only) 1 Math, 1 Science, ½ Art, ½ Computer, 2-3 Electives.

Building Trades
Prerequisite: Junior or Senior and selected through an application and interview process
Building Trades prepares students for careers in general construction. The projects students participate in are governed by the community as well as industrial trends and needs. Students will learn a basic background in the principals and skills of general carpentry by constructing a five piece modular home. Areas of study include: safety, tool use, site work, excavating, form work, framing, material selection, measuring, cutting, fastening, siding, use of hand tools and power tools, foundations, drywall, scaffolding, plastering, painting, roofing, and reading of building plans.  

Students have an opportunity to achieve Level 1 Certification through the National Center for Construction Education and Research (NCCER) sponsored by the Association of General Contractors is offered to those who master all required competencies.  Students from this program are typically hired as carpenters, brick masons, and cabinetmakers. Local companies who hire students from this program are:  East Shore Drywall, Huntington Homes, Allen Lumber Company and the State of Vermont. Many graduates of this program are self-employed.  Some students attend post-secondary institutions, such as Vermont Technical College and New Hampshire Technical College.
Program Length – 2 semesters

Credits:  1 English (1 English credit can substitute for 1 elective credit in one year of program participation only) 1 Math, 1 Science, ½ Art, ½ Computer, 2-3 Electives

Cosmetology I and II
Prerequisite: Junior or Senior and selected through an application and interview process
The Cosmetology Program is available for students with an interest in becoming a licensed cosmetologist upon graduation from high school. Completion of this two year, 1500 hour program allows students to take the State of Vermont Licensing exam. They are trained in cutting, styling, pedicures/manicures, facials and color. Many placements lead to fill time employment after high school graduation. Since this is a two year program it is essential that students meet as many of the high school requirements as possible during their freshman and sophomore years. Students from this program have been employed by local businesses or have opened their own business.
Program Length – 2 Semesters (the program is a 1500 hours, 2-year program)
Credits:  1 English, ½ Math, 1 Science, ½ Art, ½ Computer, 2½ Electives

Culinary Arts

Prerequisite: Junior or Senior and selected through an application and interview process
Culinary Arts is designed to provide the basic skills needed for employment in the Culinary Arts and Hospitality Industry. Students will learn critical and relevant aspects of this industry and will learn the skills necessary to be employed in restaurants and resorts, or continue on to post-secondary education. Volunteer work at the Vermont Food Bank and at the operation of the on site Green Room provides much of the training.  The Culinary Arts program has a dual enrollment agreement with The New England Culinary Institute, with students gaining three college credits upon successful completion of an on line class and participation in two residential programs located at the campus.  
Students who complete the program and pass requisite testing may receive credentials through ServeSafe.  Students completing this program have been employed at Capital Plaza, Simply Subs, Julio’s, The Wayside, Holiday Inn, Lague Inn, Sarducci’s, Bolton Valley Holiday Resort, New England Culinary Institute, Hilton Hotels, Hyatt Hotels, and Disney.  Students from this program have been accepted at Johnson State College, Paul Smiths College, and Johnson and Wales College.

Program Length – 2 Semesters

Credits:  ½ English, 1 Math, 1 Science, ½ Art, ½ Computer, 2½ Electives

Digital Media Arts

Prerequisite: Junior or Senior and selected through an application and interview process
Digital Media Arts is a program that offers state-of-the-art experiences and projects for students interested in creating today’s media-drenched world. Students learn photography, graphic design, illustration, video production, special digital effects, web site design, Flash, and 3D animation.  This award-winning (Commissioner’s Award for Technical Programming) program balances real-world projects, problem solving, design, and portfolio creation. The program also offers students college credit toward popular design and media arts schools. 

Students from this program often attend post-secondary education. With successful scores on the Accuplacer and necessary portfolio work, students have the opportunity to gain up to six credits with the Community College of Vermont, Lyndon State College and the Arts Institute.

Program Length:  2 Semesters

Credits:  ½ English, 1 Math, 1 Science, 1 Art, 1 Computer, 1½ Electives

Electrical Technology

Prerequisite: Junior or Senior and selected through an application and interview process
Electrical Technology Program students are trained as future electricians to install, connect, test, and maintain electrical systems for a variety of purposes, including climate control, security, and communications. Students will learn how to install and maintain the electronic controls for machines in business and industry. Successful students have the opportunity to test out of 300 hours in Electrical Level I and enter Level II in the apprenticeship program and accumulate work hours.  
Employment of electricians should increase by seven percent by 2016.  Electricians will be needed to install and maintain electrical devices and wiring homes, factories, offices, and other structure.  Additional jobs will open in power plants, computer systems, telecommunication equipment and automated manufacturing systems.  Students from this program have been employed with Lamberton Electric, Norway Electric, Northern Power Energy Systems and other local businesses. 

Program Length – 2 Semesters

Credits:  1 English (1 English credit can substitute for 1 elective credit in one year of program participation only) 1 Math, 1 Science, ½ Art, ½ Computer, 2-3 Electives

Medical Services
Prerequisite: Junior or Senior and selected through an application and interview process
The Medical Services Program allows students to explore many careers within the health care field. Academic theory is combined with hands-on learning in the classroom lab, and in an actual practice setting, for a realistic approach to the health care arena. Some of the topics covered include human structure and function (anatomy and physiology), personal care and hygiene, communication skills, basic metric conversions, and nutrition and medical terminology. To enroll in this program, students must be able to lift 50 pounds and must have had a physical examination within three months of entering the program.  Students are strong candidates for admission into many post-secondary institutions. In addition, certifications are offered to students enrolled in Medical Services including; Community First Aid (CFA-ARC), CPR (CPR-ARC), Automated External Defibrillation (AED), Blood Borne Pathogens (ARC).  Students will also have credited hours towards their Licensed Nursing Assistant Certification through BTC’s Adult Education LNA program.  Direct clinical application of skills, job shadowing and work/study co-ops are all possible.
Local sites used include the Central Vermont Medical Center, Woodridge Nursing Home, local dental offices, and other area health care providers.  Students in Medical Services can acquire dual enrollment with a B or better in the program, a passing score on the Accuplacer and the additional work for Community College of Vermont.  The classes include Human Biology and Medical Terminology.
Program Length:  2 Semesters

Credits:  1 English, 1 Math, 1 Science, ½ Art, ½ Computer, 2 Electives

Plumbing and Heating

Prerequisite: Junior or Senior and selected through an application and interview process
The Plumbing and Heating Program prepares students for careers as a licensed plumber or professional certified technicians in the field of climate control; heating, ventilating and air conditioning (HVAC). Students will learn how to install, service, and repair environmental systems that control temperature, humidity and air quality. Students also gain hands-on skills installing basic plumbing systems. There is an emphasis on applied math and pipefitting skills.  Students who master all required competencies for HVAC Level I are eligible to receive Level I certification through the National Center for Construction Education and Research (NCCER). Students who master all required competencies for Plumbing Level I are eligible to receive Level I certification through the National Center for Construction Education and Research (NCCER), the same post-secondary course of instruction as in the Vermont Licensed Plumbers Apprenticeship Program. Successful students have the opportunity to test out of Plumbing Level I and enter Level II in the apprenticeship program, as well as accumulate work hours.  
Students from this program are prepared to enter post-secondary education in the HVAC area and are typically hired by Suburban Energy, Averils Plumbing, Heating, and Air Conditioning Systems, Inc., Johnson Dix Fuel Corporation, Conti Oil, ARC Mechanical, and Ward’s Plumbing and Heating.

Program Length:  2 Semesters

Credits:  1 English (1 English credit can substitute for 1 elective credit in one year of program participation only) 1 Math, 1 Science, ½ Art, ½ Computer, 2-3 Electives

Human Services

Prerequisite: Junior or Senior and selected through an application and interview process
The Human Services Program prepares students for employment in careers that relate to families and human needs including education, counseling and mental health services, family and financial planning, as well as personal care services. Students participating in this program will develop academic foundations, problem solving skills, workplace skills, citizenship, ethics, and leadership training.  Successful completers of the Human Services program may receive college credits in Early Childhood Education and admissions consideration at the Community College of Vermont. Students must pass the Accuplacer assessment with an 85 to receive college credit. In addition, students have the opportunity to earn a CDA (Child Development Associates), a national childcare certification. 

Students completing this program can go to post-secondary education and are hired by local schools and day care providers, Washington County Mental Health, Berlin Health and Rehabilitation, and Woodridge Nursing Home.

Program Length – 2 Semesters

Credits:  1 English, 1 Social Studies, ½ Wellness, ½ Art, ½ Computer, 1½ Electives

Pre-Tech Exploratory

Prerequisite: Sophomores and selected through an application and interview process
Pre-Tech Exploratory follows a standards based curriculum that emphasizes the development of critical thinking, reasoning, and problem solving.  Students learn applied foundational skills designed to prepare them for success in: core classes, technical programs, workplace environments.  Students will shadow Service Core and Construction programs.  

Students have an opportunity to receive the following: CareerSafe 10 hour Construction Safety Certification, CareerSafe 10 hour OSHA Safety Certification, CPR/First Aid Certification.

Program Length – 2 Semesters

Credits:  1 English, 1 Math, 1 Science, 1 US History, ½ Art, ½ Computer, 1 Elective

Pre-Tech Outreach
Prerequisite: Sophomores and Freshmen, and selected through an application and interview process
This is a program for 9th and 10th grader looking for experiential learning and a step towards a Technical Center Program. The Pre Tech Outreach Program offers a work-based curriculum rooted in the land, traditions, and communities of Vermont.  It has been a critical lifeline for struggling students: they are expected to meet high expectations, they develop a genuine sense of pride in their work, and they are just beginning to recognize the impact they can have in their own communities. Students being able to earn credit outside of the traditional classroom while developing the hard and soft skills needed to succeed in the workforce are a significant incentive to complete the program.

Students meet requirements set by both Barre Technical Center and their sending schools to receive their academic credit. School Instructors integrate academic lessons into their projects to give real world applications to lessons formerly taught in a classroom. Students then see how academics impact the world and gain new appreciation of the work they’ve done in school. Barre Technical has provided instructional support and professional development to aid instructors in their lesson planning and helping to meet any educational needs or participants.

Program Length – 2 Semesters

Credits:  1 English, 1 Math,1 Environmental Science, 1 Civics, ½ Art, ½ PE, 1 Electives
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